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Editor’s Comments 

LAND OF THE FREE BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE 

 
 
Again this month there has been events 
and information sent in from the Dis-
trict posts.  Not all posts submit any 
event or other activity going on.  
Spread the word of what is happening 
in the next month.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact editor at: 
pscdepnh@gmail.com 

POST MEETING LOCATIONS AND 

TIMES 

NASHUA VFW POST 483:  8 E. PEARL 

ST., NASHUA, NH 03060, 1900 4TH 

TUESDAY 

DERRY VFW POST 1617:  18 RAIL-

ROAD AVE., DERRY, NH 03038 1900 

2ND WEDNESDAY 

HUDSON VFW POST 5791:  15 BOCK-

ES ROAD, HUDSON, NH 03051 

1900 2ND MONDAY 

SALEM VFW POST 8546l:  42 N. 

BROADWAY, SALEM, NH 03079 

1900 2ND TUESDAY 

MERRIMACK VFW POST 8641:  282 

DANIEL WEBSTER HWY, MERRI-

MACK, NH 03054 1900 4TH MON-

DAY 

PELHAM VFW POST 10722:  6 MAIN 

ST., PELHAM, NH 03076 1900 1ST 

THURSDAY 

HAMPSTEAD VFW POST 11254:  

HAMPSTEAD CIVIC CLUB 11 MAIN 

ST., HAMPSTEAD, NH 03841 0830 

3RD SATURDAY 

HOLLIS VFW 11373:   BROOKLINE 

AMERICAN LEGION 1900; 3RD SUN-

DAY. IN PERSON OR ZOOM.  ZOOM 

DETAILS ON HOLLIS VFW WEBSITE. 
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STATE COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greeting and Salutations from Commander Denis Querrard 

Happy Birthday to the U.S. Navy on October 13th! 

The theme for the Navy’s 243rd Birthday is “Forged by the Sea.” It highlights the fact that our 
Navy is a team that has been forged, tempered, and toughened by over 243 years of maritime 
operations and unique by its fundamental relationship with the sea. 

It has been a busy month of September and I can appreciate all the hard work that the Posts 
are doing!  Fall is here and the leaves are starting to fall; get your shovels out as the dreaded 
‘S’ word will be here sooner than later… 

Our VFW membership goals have not changed since last month, it is still 102%. Please start 
talking-up what the VFW does, what your posts do for your community, and how we fight for 
their benefits and privileges. We are the lobbying force before Congress and Senate that pro-
tects their benefits.  Ask them to join your post not for a meeting, but to help your post do 
what you do every day, for veterans and your community!   

I would like to thank District Commander 6, Paul Roy for his Herculean accomplishment in 
organizing our POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony on September 23rd, it was well received by 
all, with Senator Maggie Hassan & Congressman Chris Pappas in attendance.  It was espe-
cially significant when Paul Roy read all 319 names of our fellow veterans who are still unac-
counted for. 

As a grassroots organization, our Posts lead the way in our communities; with so much be-
ing done, for so little recognition… Thank you!    

Get your message out there and report what you do!! 
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STATE AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

“Challenging the Needs of Our Veterans” 

 

 Here we go moving into October already. We have District President and Aux-
iliary President Training on October 7th in Franklin. Hope to see many mem-
bers there. Also, the next C of A is on October 28th in Kingston at 1pm. Look-
ing forward to seeing everyone there. Let’s wear pink for breast cancer aware-
ness month. 

 

 Please remember to check your calendars and the Department Website for 
upcoming events.  

 

 Concord held a fundraiser for the Department Commander and Department 
special project, it was a good turnout and a great afternoon. Thank you very 
much.  

 

  Please let me know of any fundraisers going on and if I can I will attend 
them. 

 

 As we continue to working together, we will continue to help our veterans, 
sisters and brothers of this great organization. 

 

Thanks,  

Kim Copson 

President 

Dept. of NH 

2023-2024 
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DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  



5 

DISTRICT 6 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
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NATIONAL LEGISTATIVE CHAIRMAN 
VAVS REPRESENTATIVE TO MANCHESTER VA 

CERTIFIED NATIONAL RECRUITER 

2023-10 Dept. NH VFW National Legislative Committee Member, VAVS VAMC Manchester 
VFW Representative, Certified National Recruiter, Homeless Chair 

Rev 9-19-23 

 

Our Dept. NH VFW Jr. Vice Cdr. Darwin Beeman was in Washington DC representing our De-
partment of NH VFW at our Fall Legislative Committee Members meeting. I had a family medical 
issue popping up just an hour before my trip to the airport and had to cancel my participation. 
Darwin did a great job of visiting all four Legislators, met with them and thanked them for their 
consistent support on our VFW Legislative Priorities. Another example of VFW teamwork at its 
best.  

 

The Annual Harbor Homes Stand Down was a very successful event, Past Dept Cdr. Chris 
Peirce and I successfully handed out all items that we purchased. Thanks to all you folks thar 
donated to that fund.  

 

The Sat and  Sun. Sep. 0 and 10 at the Pease Airshow was well attended, we grabbed a few 
new members and got a bunch of potential VFW members. The Sat. Sep. 23 Seacoast Veterans 
Conference was also worth the trip.  

We are counting on all of you to recruit just one new or reinstate a member, that would put us 
first in the nation with membership.  

 

Also, if you recruit 5 or more members, the Dept will upgrade your VFW membership to the next 
level. Easy money. 

 
 

Jörg Dreusicke  

VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Representative  

National Legislative Committee Representative  

Certified National Recruiter 

Homeless Chair  

jdreusicke@aol.com 

603-553-0395 
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DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR MEMBERSHIP 

There is a fishing trawler, with a ladder in it, leaning against a 

wall at the harbor. There are five oars and two fishing nets in the 

trawler. The distance between two consecutive steps on the lad-

der is 1 meter. If waves lashing against the wall rise half meter in 

every half hour, in how much time will six steps of the ladder get 

under the waves?  

BRAIN TWISTER 

LOCATION POST # % RETENTION 

NASHUA 483 70.10% 40.28% 

DERRY 1617 83.24% 72.58% 

HUDSON 5791 82.32% 34.04% 

SALEM 8546 70.31% 21.95% 

MERRIMACK 8641 87.21% 48.94% 

PELHAM 10722 76.67%  27.03% 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 78.95% 20.00% 

HOLLIS 11373 80.85% 27.27% 

TOTALS  78.58% 36.51% 

GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

LEGACY LIFE 

$1,200 $800 $400 

GOLD PAYS YOUR POST $18.00 

SILVER PAYS YOUR POST $12.00 

BRONZE PAYS YOUR POST $6.00 
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N 
E 
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Nashua VFW Post 483 will be holding a 

Buddy Poppy Drive on 3-5 November 2023 

at the Market Baskets located in S. Nashua 

and Somerset Plaza stores 3-4 November, 

plus the NH Liquor Store on Coliseum Ave., 

3-5 November. 

The Silver Knights General Man-

ager Cam Cook was at the Sep-

tember Post Meeting and pre-

sented a check for our half of the 

50/50 held at Holman Stadiun on 

4 August Veterans Appreciation 

night. 

Hudson Post 5791 held its 7 th Annual Veterans Appreciation Picnic on September16, and as 
it has been for most of September, it was raining and windy, so the turnout was not what 
we’d hoped for, but those who attended had a great time. 
 
Department Commander Denis Querrard attended, and we had  the DAV and our VFW Ser-
vice Officer John Barrett was present. Good Karma visited him because he was the big winner 
in our raffle. Congrats to him for winning and for all the great work he does for veterans. A 
big thank you to Col. (Ret) Chris Cole and cadets from the Alvirne HS Air Force JROTC for 
there help with setting up and cleaning up after the picnic. 
 
Since January, the Post has donated over $15,000 to various charities, and donated the use of 
the Hall several times for end-of-life celebrations for veterans and for local groups and chari-
ties to raise money for their causes. 
 
The Veterans Hall Bingo is doing very well with Bingo seven days per week. In addition to our 
two nights of bingo, five charitable organizations rent the hall from us to raise money 
through Bingo. The biggest news is that soon players can play bingo on handheld computer 
“bingo minders” in addition to the ever-popular paper games and daubers. 
 

See pictures on next page 

Cam Cook, general manager of the Nashua Silver Knights 

presents $424 50/50 part to post 483 commander Chris DiTullio 
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NEWS 

VFW Post 483 Commander Chris DiTullio and 

Quartermaster Lewis Chipola present check for $2,000 to  

the Nashua Children’s Home Director David Villiotti.  

Funds were raised at a fundraiser held on 4-5 August 

2023. 

John Madden and Lew Chipola at the registration table at 

Hudson’s Veteran Appreciation Day. 

Veterans at Hudson’s Veteran Appreciation Day having lunch 

and chatting with one another. 

See pages 19-20 for more news pic-

tures. 
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COOTIE CORNER 

Listen Cooties, this lousy rag always reaches you just after we have our scratch, so what 
you’re getting here is slightly stale news, but hey, we love crummy, don’t we? Boo! At the 
September scratch, we talked about making sure as many of us as we can muster visit a 
nursing facility at least once each month. Lew made a suggestion for the end of Septem-
ber, but since that visit hasn’t happened yet as I write this, I can’t say how it went or tell 

you how many cooties showed up. At the October scratch we’ll set a date for a visit to a differ-
ent facility, and the Hungry Cootie will send out a notice to everyone to scurry on over to keep 
‘em smiling in beds of white.  

We also got started with our Knife Raffle fundraiser. Hospital Chair Don Cisney brought in this 
truly lethal and lousy weapon that he’s donating, for all to see. Look in this edition of the Dis-
trict 6 news for a flyer. We accept Venmo thanks to Jorg. So, you can sell those tickets far and 
wide, and don’t let anybody tell you they haven’t got money on them! Venmo for all! This time 
around, we will not draw the winner of either the knife or $400 cash until we’ve sold all the tick-
ets, so please reassure everyone on that point.  

It would be really lousy to see more of you at the scratch, first Wednesday of the 
month at 7 PM. Things have been quite exciting of late with nerf bullets flying 
and dollar coins bouncing off cooties right and left. You have to be there to ex-

perience the joy that it is to be a cootie in Pup Tent #1! 

Yours in L.O.T.CS., 

Christina Madden 

Seam Squirrel 

Wife: "How would you describe me?" Husband: "ABCDEFGHIJK." Wife: "What does 

that mean?" Husband: "Adorable, beautiful, cute, delightful, elegant, fashionable, 

gorgeous, and hot." Wife: "Aw, thank you, but what about IJK?" 

Husband: "I'm just kidding!"  

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

the oldest word in the English 

language is 'town'  

DID YOU KNOW? Work like you don't need the money. 
Love like you've never been hurt. 
Dance like nobody's watching 
 

Satchel Paige 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/satchel_paige_390217
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/satchel_paige_390217
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/satchel_paige_390217
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/satchel_paige_390217
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/satchel-paige-quotes
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 

DISTRICT 6 AUXILIARY      

OFFICERS 2023-2024 

President: 
Trish St. Germain 603-540-8203 
trishvfw@gmail.com 
 
 
Sr. Vice President:  
Nikki Wesoly  603-689-4375 
vfwauxnikki@yahoo.com 
 
Jr. Vice President: 
Tracy Kelley  503-305-7003 
tracyk372@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: 
Julie DeRubeis 603-546-5633 
Julie.derubeis@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
Sandra Hodgkins 603-505-1639 
Hodgesandy_2@msn.com 
 
Chaplain: 
Tammy Baker 603-966-7834 
tbaker22003@yahoo.com 
 
Conductress: 
Alina Newcombe 603-339-6091 
goody0783@gmail.com 
 
Guard: 
Shirley Labonte  603-582-3620 
grammyrose8@yahoo.com 
 
Trustee 3 Year: 
Shirley Labonte  603-582-3620 
grammyrose8@yahoo.com 
603-582-3620 
 
Two Year Trustee: 
Alina Newcombe 603-339-6091 
goody0783@gmail.com 
 
One Year Trustee: 
Nikki Wesoly 307-267-5392 
nikkiwesoly@hotmail.com 
 
Patriotic Instructor: 
Linda Theroux 603-661-8248 
merrimackaux8641@gmail.com 
 
Historian: 
Julie DeRubeis 603-546-5533 
Julie.derubeis@gmail.com 
 
Soloist: 
Rita McCabe  603-327-9694 
ritalavfw10722@aol.com 

DISTRICT 6 OFFICERS 2023-

2024 

Commander:  

Paul Roy 603-264-8502 

roypauljr@hotmail.com 

Sr. Vice Commander: 

Isaac Miller 720-560-9593 

Cath_ike@yahoo.com 

Jr. Vice Commander: 

Charles Chapman  603-809-6793 

chapmancj8@gmail.com 

Quartermaster: 

Richard Tripp 603-434-4674 

tripphouse@gmail.com 

Adjutant: 

Richard Tripp 603-434-4674 

tripphouse@gmail.com 

Chaplain: 

Christina Madden 518-330-3314 

clmadden1948@gmail.com 

Judge Advocate 

Lewis Chipola 603-521-7708 

pscdepnh@gmail.com 

Surgeon 

Issac Miller 720-560-9593 

Cath.ike@yahoo.com 

Inspector: 

Paul Roy 603-264-8502 

roypauljr@hotmail.com 

Trustee 1 Year: 

Katie Boots  603-689-4072     

Katie.m.boots@hotmail.com 

Trustee 2 Years:   

Thomas Snelders  339-227-5590 

tom@aaalaser.com 

Trustee 3 Years: 

Jorg Dreusicke  603-434-4674 

jdreusicke@aol.com 

Service Officer: 

 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 
2023-2024 

Council of Administration Meetings 

19 August 2023:  Littleton 1000 

28 October 2023  Kingston 1300 

20 January 2024:  TBA 1300 

13 April 2024: Mountain View Grand Re-
sort 1000 

 

DISTRICT 6 VFW MEETING SCHEDULE 

12 August 2023:  Derry 1000 

21 October 2023:  Hudson 1000 

13 January 2024:  Merrimack 1000 

30 March 2024:  Pelham 1000 

 

 

DISTRICT 6 AUXILIARY MEETING SCHEDULE 

27 August 2023:  Nashua 0930 

5 November 2023:  Pelham 0930 

28 January 2024:  Derry 0930 

14 April 2024:  Merrimack 0930 

 

All District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and 
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress 
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified. 
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CALENDAR 

 The trawler rises with the waves, so no steps will go under water.  

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

October 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
VFW 1617 Aux 
Meeting 1900 
 
Cootie Meeting 
Hudson 1900 

5 
VFW Post 10722 
Meeting 1900 
 
VFW 10722 Aux 
Meeting 1900 

6 
VFW 483 Aux Meet-
ing 1300 

7 

8 9 
VFW Post 5791 
Meeting 1900 
 
VFW 5791 Aux Meet-
ing 1900 
 
VFW 8641 Aux Meet-
ing 1800 
 
Columbus Day 

10 
VFW Post 8546 
Meeting 1830 

11 
VFW Post 1617 
Meeting 1900 

12 13 14 

15 
VFW Post 11373 
Meeting 1400 

16 17 18 19 20 
Eastern States Con-
ference A C 

21 
VFW Post 11254 
Meeting 0830 
 
Eastern States Con-
ference A C 

22 
Eastern States Con-
ference A C 

23 
VFW Post 8641 
Meeting 1900 

24 
VFW Post 483 Meet-
ing 1900 

25 26 27 28 
C of A Kingston 
1300 

29 30 31     
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VA NEWS 

Passage of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Prom-

ise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022, known as the PACT 

Act.  This historic, comprehensive legislation expands health care for gen-

erations of veterans who previously had to prove their conditions or ill-

nesses were the result of service-connected exposure to toxic substances 

or environments. It includes VA provisions for 23 presumptive conditions 

for rare respiratory diseases and cancers, and creates a framework for the 

establishment of future presumptions of service connection related to tox-

ic exposure. 

Passage of the Dr. Kate Hendricks Thomas SERVICE Act expands eligibil-

ity for VA mammography screenings to veterans who served in certain ar-

eas during specific time periods, and the Making Advances in Mammogra-

phy and Medical Options (MAMMO) for Veterans Act addresses provisions 

of mammograms and breast cancer treatment within VA.on related to toxic 

exposure. 

Global War on Terrorism Memorial Location Act and Uniform Code of Mili-

tary Justice reform on sexual assault and harassment included in the Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022. 

Implementation of VA’s maternity care coordination program to equip 

community care providers with training and support for the unique preg-

nancy and postpartum needs of women veterans. 

Passage of the PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act which will establish a pilot 

program on dog training therapy for veterans diagnosed with PTSD and 

require VA to provide service dogs for those veterans, including veterinary 

insurance. 

Inclusion of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and parkinsonism to the list 

of Department of Veterans Affairs presumptive conditions for herbicide ex-

posure. 

Passage of the Deborah Sampson Act, which will remove the barriers to 

health care impacting women veterans. 

Elimination of the 12-year limit on using Veteran Readiness and Employ-

ment (VR&E) benefits. 
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NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

   603-883-5409 

CLASSIFIED 
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BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

The Third Battle of Ypres (German: Dritte Flandernschlacht; French: Troisième Bataille des Flan-

dres; Dutch: Derde Slag om Ieper), also known as the Battle of Passchendaele (/ˈpæʃəndeɪl/), was a campaign 

of the First World War, fought by the Allies against the German Empire.[a] The battle took place on the Western 

Front, from July to November 1917, for control of the ridges south and east of the Belgian city of Ypres in West 

Flanders, as part of a strategy decided by the Allies at conferences in November 1916 and May 

1917. Passchendaele lies on the last ridge east of Ypres, 5 mi (8 km) from Roulers (now Roeselare), a junction of 

the Bruges-(Brugge)-to-Kortrijk railway. The station at Roulers was on the main supply route of the German 4th 

Army. Once Passchendaele Ridge had been captured, the Allied advance was to continue to a line from Thourout 

(now Torhout) to Couckelaere (Koekelare). 

Further operations and a British supporting attack along the Belgian coast from Nieuport (Nieuwpoort), combined 

with an amphibious landing (Operation Hush), were to have reached Bruges and then the Dutch frontier. Although 

a general withdrawal had seemed inevitable in early October, the Germans were able to avoid one due to the re-

sistance of the 4th Army, unusually wet weather in August, the beginning of the autumn rains in October and the 

diversion of British and French resources to Italy. The campaign ended in November, when the Canadian 

Corps captured Passchendaele, apart from local attacks in December and early in the new year. The Battle of the 

Lys (Fourth Battle of Ypres) and the Fifth Battle of Ypres of 1918, were fought before the Allies occupied the Bel-

gian coast and reached the Dutch frontier. 

A campaign in Flanders was controversial in 1917 and has remained so. The British Prime Minister, David Lloyd 

George, opposed the offensive, as did General Ferdinand Foch, the Chief of Staff of the French Army. Field Mar-

shal Sir Douglas Haig, commander of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF), did not receive approval for the Flan-

ders operation from the War Cabinet until 25 July. Matters of dispute by the participants, writers and historians 

since 1917 include the wisdom of pursuing an offensive strategy in the wake of the Nivelle Offensive, rather than 

waiting for the arrival of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France. 

Remaining controversial are the choice of Flanders, its climate, the selection of General Hubert Gough and 

the Fifth Army to conduct the offensive, and debates over the nature of the opening attack and between advo-

cates of shallow and deeper objectives. Also debated are the time between the Battle of Messines (7–14 

June) and the first Allied attack (the Battle of Pilckem Ridge, 31 July), the extent to which the French Army muti-

nies influenced the British, the effect of the exceptional weather, the decision to continue the offensive in October 

and the human costs of the campaign. 

Battle of Passchendaele 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Passchendaele#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passendale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roeselare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kortrijk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Army_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Army_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torhout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koekelare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nieuwpoort,_Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Hush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Lys_(1918)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Lys_(1918)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Lloyd_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Lloyd_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_Foch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_Staff_of_the_French_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_marshal_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_marshal_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Haig,_1st_Earl_Haig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Expeditionary_Force_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nivelle_Offensive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Expeditionary_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hubert_Gough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Army_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Messines_(1917)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pilckem_Ridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1917_French_Army_mutinies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1917_French_Army_mutinies
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



17 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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Flyers 
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On September 27 the Hollis Post 11373 presented a check for $6000.00 to Charlotte Troddyn of Operation Delta 

Dog to support the training of canine service companions for Veterans. 

“The Four Vets” of Hollis and Brookline performed patriotic songs in the groundbreaking 

ceremony for the future Veterans Support Campus in Franklin, NH on September 20. 

NEWS 
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WW2 Veteran Bob Smith (US Army Air Corps) was 

honored in a parade at the Hollis Old Home Days 

celebration September 9. 

NEWS 
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Commander Matthew Snodgrass, USNR, Accepts Sea Command 

Hampstead Post 11254 JVC Commander Matthew Snodgrass, USN Reserve 
Surface Warfare Officer (SWO), assumed command of a security boat company in 
the Maritime Expeditionary Security Force in a ceremony at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story on 6 September. He is one of only four Navy Reserve 
O-5 SWOs to command at sea in over a decade. Previously, the position was 
limited to O-6 squadron commanding officers. 
 
The Navy established the position to recognize the responsibility placed on 
unrestricted line officers who are in command of, or have successfully 
commanded, afloat, deploying, and or operational units defined as sea-going 
commands under the Navy &amp; Marine Corps. 
 
Rear Adm. Mark Haigis, deputy commander, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC) said that designating these officers as at-sea commanding 
officers is a reflection of the trust and confidence that the Navy has in them. 
“We recognize their exceptional leadership skills, operational experience, and 
unwavering commitment to our mission” said Haigis. “By granting this 
designation, we are trusting these officers to lead at the highest level, to make 
critical decisions and to use their authorities to shape the future of our Navy. It is a 
testament to the fact that leadership knows no boundaries and that excellence can 
be found in every corner of our Navy.” 
 
Rear Adm. Ted LeClair, deputy commander, Naval Surface Forces, also 
attended the ceremony and said, “We are laser-focused on identifying and 
delivering Navy warfighting capabilities that are best suited for the Reserve 
component. By adding these four SWOs to command at sea billets, we are showing 
our nation that the Navy Reserve is a part of our lethal and resilient force…” 
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