
AMERICANISM 

Veterans Day is a public holiday held on the anniversary 

of the end of World War I, on November 11, to honor US veterans and victims of all 

wars. This holiday is a celebration to honor America's veterans for their patriotism, love 

of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good. 

Veterans Day wasn't always called that—and it has to do with how the 

holiday got started. Veterans Day can trace its origins back to November 11, 1919, the 

one-year anniversary of the armistice that ended World War I. President Woodrow 

Wilson declared that day "Armistice Day."   In 1926, Congress passed a resolution to 

make Veterans Day an annual occurrence, but it didn't become a federal holiday until 

1938. 

 

In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower changed the name from Armistice 

Day to Veterans Day so it would honor all veterans rather than commemorate the end of a 

single war. 

 

 



Officially, Veterans Day is always Nov. 11. But holiday office 

closures may shift when Veterans Day lands on a weekend. If Nov. 11 is a Sunday, businesses 

may observe the holiday the following day. If it lands on a Saturday, businesses might close on 

Friday instead. 

 

 

Here's one of those obscure Veterans Day facts you can use to 

impress your friends: In 1968, Congress passed the Uniform Holidays Act, which put Veterans 

Day on the fourth Monday in October. It took effect in 1971, but in 1975, President Gerald Ford 

signed a law returning it to Nov. 11. 

While Memorial Day honors Americans who died in the line of duty, 

Veterans Day commemorates all Americans who have served their country honorably, both 

living and deceased. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

As you may know, 
Veterans Day is a national holiday that commemorates veterans of all wars. Sometimes 
confused with Memorial Day, which honors U.S. soldiers who fell during their service to 
their country, Veterans Day celebrates the life and the sacrifice of military veterans and 
their families. While the holiday pays tribute to all American veterans, alive or fallen, it 
especially honors veterans who served honorably during both peacetime and war. 

The date is easy to 
remember because it’s celebrated every year on November 11! This date was chosen to 
honor the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918, which 
signaled the end of the Great War. If that’s not enough 11’s for you, General George 
Patton, the well-known World War 2 general, was also born on November 11. Talk 
about a trend! 

 



 

 

 

 

Along with America, 
other countries that fought in World War 1 and World War 2 also commemorate the 
veterans who fought bravely for their country. Great Britain, France, Australia, and 
Canada all celebrate the holiday in their own unique way. Canada refers to the holiday as 
Remembrance Day, where the red poppy is adorned as a symbol to remember the 
deceased. Australia also calls the holiday Remembrance Day, but the day is more similar 
to our Memorial Day. Britain has Remembrance Sunday, which occurs on the second 
Sunday of November. Along with the U.S., a two-minute moment of silence is observed 
at 11 a.m. every November 11 in Europe, Great Britain, and Commonwealth countries. 

 



 

 

On November 11, or Veterans Day, the Arlington National Cemetery holds an annual 
memorial service to honor our U.S. veterans. Every year at exactly 11 a.m., a wreath-
laying ceremony is held at the Tomb of the Unknowns in the famous cemetery. Little 
known fact: the Arlington National Cemetery is home to the graves of over 400,000 
people, a majority of whom served in the military in some capacity. 

 

 

 

As you go out and celebrate Veterans Day with the nation, please do it with “Hands that 

Serve, and Hearts that Care.”  Let your family and community know that you are doing this as 

“My Reason to Live, Is My Reason to Give of Myself” and if you do, they in turn will acquire a 

renewed Patriotic spirit and respect for Veterans Day! 

Remember if you are capturing Patriotic unity or Auxiliary traditions in action, tag the activity 

and/or event using the hashtag #AuxiliaryPatriotism.  Record these moments by posting them 

to social media outlets such as Facebook, Instagram and YouTube! 

Take Care, 

Buddy Nicholas, NH VFW Aux Americanism Chairman (2022-2023) 

 

 

 

 



 

 


